
Urban and Rural in 2010
The Census Bureau’s urban-rural classification is a way to categorize geographical areas,.  The Census Bureau’s process of defining what is “urban” specifies individual urban areas. Then , the area of the United States that does not fall under the definition of “urban” is “rural.”  The Census Bureau’s urban areas represent densely developed territory, and encompass residential, commercial, and other non-residential urban land uses. 
For the 2010 Census, an urban area will comprise
· A densely settled core of census tracts and/or census blocks that meet minimum population density requirements, along with 
· Adjacent territory containing non-residential urban land uses ( i.e. parks, schools and playgrounds, shopping malls and their parking lots), as well as 
· Territory with low population density, if that territory links outlying densely settled territory with the densely settled core.  
To qualify as an urban area, the territory must encompass at least 2,500 people, at least 1,500 of which reside outside institutional group quarters.  (For example, a large prison in a rural county will not, by itself, become an urban island in that rural county.)
The Census Bureau identifies two types of urban areas:
· Urbanized Areas (UAs) = 50,000 or more people
· Urban Clusters (UCs) = at least 2,500 and less than 50,000 people.
“Rural” encompasses all population, housing, and territory not included within an urban area.
Notice that the definition of urban doesn’t have anything to do with the boundaries of incorporated places.  Some territory inside an incorporated city or town can be rural instead of urban.  In fact, urban and rural are delineated independently of any other geographic entity.  That is, cities, towns, census tracts, counties, metropolitan areas, and the territory outside metropolitan areas often are split between urban and rural territory.  Rural territory can be inside or outside city limits.  Urban territory can be unincorporated. 

Put another way, an urban or rural classification cuts across other geographic entities.  For another example, there is generally both urban and rural territory within both metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas. For this reason, metro and non-metro areas cannot be used as a proxy for urban and rural. 

In summary, rural is any territory that is not urban.  The Census Bureau’s use of the word “rural” is what is left over after urban has been defined.
The Census Bureau’s website gives a great deal more information about the definitions of these terms.  Please visit http://www.census.gov/geo/www/ua/2010urbanruralclass.html.

